SEA TOWER
IN THE TREETOPS

Reaching for the sun on the Pacific Coast

The famed Sea Ranch on northern Cal-
ifornin’s Mendocino Coast encompasses
a small world of topographical vari-
ely in its narrow, ldmile stretch of
spectacular sea-edged terrain. Soft, sun-
swepl meadows etched with ||:|.r.k Cys
press hedgerows rise from surf-racked
cliffs to merge with the upland forests
of the Pacific slope,

Standing high in these coastal foot-

hills, this lithe, one-room tower of Cali-
fornia redwood was designed by Ar-
chiteets Marquis and Stoller to demon-
strate the amenities of vacation liv ing

in steep, treehlled surroundings. An

extremely compact house, it contains
only 700 square feet of interior living
are, including the open, mezzanine
bedroom and the stairs (the living-
room  baleony and  the serendipitous
rooftep sun deck are bonuses). But it
teems with the space dividends, both real
and implied, that usually accrue from
perceptive architectural =olutions,

In keeping with their client's stated
pelicy of “dynamic conservation”™—to
spare the trees and foil the bulldozer,

and deve the Sea Ranch land with-

out spoiling its natural assets=—the ar-
chiterts chose this slender tower as the

least intrusive human element that could

e put into one of the greal ||'|.;15._-;|'-i|4u'_-;

of the western world. Mare

By JAMES DE LONG

Every view of this multifaceted, forest-grosen house, spposite,
is filtered through mossy stands of native redwood and fir, The
tall, vertioml design fits eosily between the trees. A gection,
lower right, through the living tower—the stair tower is o
lean-to attachment—shoes how house lifts mway from the steep
killside contours. The entrance bridge, center right, con-
rects the graveled parking ramp with the elevated main foor,
Hexagonal, weed-tecked roof, upper right, is protected by a
parapel and looks out to the sea throwgh the trees, Reached

from the fnrerior stair shafi, it tuens the howse fnte @ sun fower.
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SEA TOWER contimued

The yacht-galley Eitehen, belowe, is self-contained but
opers freely to the Nvingdining area and shares fts vdew.
filled windows, The foor and iealls are of stoined plyicond,

The soaring rectangular stair tower, bottom, seen from the

living arex, is hondsomely decormted with the absiraer,
rough-timbered necessities of the open-stair  framewark,

MAIN FLOOR

BICHEN. WAEE

The hexagonal shape of the toiwer
gives it a faceted, crystalline character,
And when thiz form appears in the fleor
parz, a5 seen above, & becomes o st
ple, logicel disgram  for the eliming-
tion of sharp-cornered Nving, This linle
house is a predadype for otfiers o come,
lis  present  one-room  format can be
expanded into infinite combinntions fust
by addition of other hexagonal wunits,
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